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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Pinellas Countyascreded tohelp peopldearn of the mangpportunities
availablein our countyto learn, work, recreate, stay healthy, stay safe, and enjoy the
natural beauty surrounding thetwe hope the guide will be especially helpful for

immigrants and refugedising in our countyfor whom English is their second language.
The guide includesight units:

CommunityServiees in Pinellas County
Educationin Pinellas County
Recreation in Pinellas County
Transportation in Pinellas County
Working in Pinellas County

Plants and Animals in Pinellas County

Emergencies and Disasters in Pinellas Coun
Citizenship and Voting in Pinellas County

Each unit includes information, resources,

photographs, web linkgpnversations, and
activities related tthetheme of the unitA glossary of words ibold is included at the

end of each unit, including pronciations and definitionsLinks to web sites are

highlighted in blue.

The guide is also available onlinevat/w.lcup.net

Welcome to Pinellas County
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WELCOME TO PINELLAS COUNTY

Welcometo your new home in Pinellas County. We are glad to have you as our

neighbors.

The name @fF
comes from the Spanis
APunta Pi e
"Point of Pines." The

Pinellas County is peninsula(shown in red on the map) first explorersin this

on the westoast of the state of Florida. area discoveremhany

pine trees.
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With 588 miles of coastline, Pinellas County is surrounded on three sides by water. The
Gulf of Mexico is on the west side of the county. Tampa Bay is on the south and east

sidesof the county
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Welcome to Pinellas County 9

Although Pinellas
County is the second
smallest county in
Floridain size, almost
one million people

live here.

People who live here afgendly and enjoy a casual
lifestyle.

Welcome to Pinellas County
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While most people live here yeesund,

some people who live in colder places come
to stay in Pinellas County only during the
winter monthsecause it is warmer her&Ve

cal l them Asnowbirds rth

again when it starts to glebtterhere during

the spring.

Manytourists visit Pinellas County because it is warm and hmany nice places to visit
and fun things to do. Many of them are free or cost

very little. Wherever you go in

Florida, youor e

than 60 miles from the

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://www.2fla.com/florida-fun-facts
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Immigrants andrefugeesfrom many different countries have chosen Pinellas County as
the place they want to live. People who live in RaeeCounty speak more than 100

languages.There are many services here to heimigrant s and their families.

0406

CONVERSATION

Fatima: Hi, my name is Fatima. | am from Irag. | now live in Clearwater.

Margarita: Hi, my name is Margarita. | am from Mexico. | live in Largow.

Fatima: What do you like best about living here?

Margarita: | like the wonderful parks and libraries. Whatyt like best?

Fatima: | like the sunshine and the seafood.

Welcome to Pinellas County



12 Welcome to Pinellas County

ACTIVITY

In which community do you live?

Locate it on the map.

m—

How long have you lived in your

community? Tarporggprings T

d
Palm m
Harbor Oldsmar P
d

What do you like best about your

ity?
B Clearwater aRYENS

Pinellas
Park

What would you like to change abot

your community?

Mexico

Welcome to Pinellas County
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GLOSSARY

community ka MU ni tee g;ci);ﬁb%frﬁgggle who live in the same city or

explorer ek SPLORer person who travels to discover new places and things
immigrant IM e grant Eg:ﬁgn who comes into a foreign country to make a n
language LANG gwij words or signs people use to communicate

peninsula peniN sa la piece of land almost surrounded by water

refugee REF you jee someone who has been forced to leave their country
tourist TUR ist person who travels to a place for pleasure

welcome WEL kum greet someone in a friendly manner

Welcome to Pinellas County
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

Our county offers mangommunityservices to help families with everyday needs. Here

are some of them.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Pinellas County Human Servichelps families

with basic services such as medical care,

affordable housing, andinancial assistance

Many nonprofit organizationsn our county also

)

help families with food, housing, medicahd clothing needs. Several organizations
operatehrift stores where people may buy secehdnd clothing and household itefios

less money.

The Pinel | as ESQLRamiylOutieaclsRragranc guldishedieectory of

socialservicesavailable in the county. Thdairectory includes the following:
1 Clothing .

® 1

FoodAssistance

Community Resource Guide
for

Ed u Catl on NewlyArrived Families
Tutoring and Libraries
Foreign Diploma Evaluation
Neighborhood Centers

Health Services

=4 =/ =/ =2 =2 =2 =

HousingAssistance *

English for Speakers of Other Languages
Funded through Title I

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://www.pinellascounty.org/humanservices/
http://www.pinellaslife.com/social-services/
http://www.pinellaslife.com/thrift-shops/
http://www.pcsb.org/Page/594
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Immigration andRefugeeServices
Utilities and PaymenAssistance

)l
)l
I Referral Services and Human Services
1 Pinellas County Scho®&tesources

The directory is currently being translated into several languages.

TheFlorida

Department of

Children and Families

has several programs
to helpeligible

families become sebufficient. TheFood Assistance

Programhelps familiedbuyfoodsto stayhealtty. The

Temporary Cashssistanceprogram provides

financial assistancdo pregnant women in their thitdmester and families tassist with

rent, utilities and other householtbsts TheMedicaid Progranprovidesassistancdo

individuals and familieso help payfor sevices.

ThePinellas County Housing Authority

provides housing and rent@ssistancdo
eligible county residentsDunedin,

Clearwatey St. PetersburgandTarpon

Springshave individual housing authority

services.

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/general-program-information
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/general-program-information
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/general-program-information
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/food-assistance-and-suncap
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/food-assistance-and-suncap
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/temporary-cash-assistance-tca
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/access-florida-food-medical-assistance-cash/medicaid
http://www.pinellashousing.com/inside-the-pcha/about-pcha/
http://www.dunedingov.com/index.aspx?page=66
http://www.clearwaterhousingauth.org/
http://stpeteha.org/
http://tarponspringshousing.com/
http://tarponspringshousing.com/
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EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES

The Florida Department of Healtih Pinellas Countyas severaiomevisitation
programs tassist parents arieelp children get a healthy start in lif€hese include

Healthy StartHealthy FamiliesNurse Family Partnershiard Parents as Teachers

Healthy Start maintains@rectory of servicedor families of young children, available in

English and Spanish.

The Pinell as Co ubarty ZhildhaotResourcedndludes informatiah s

about child care, clothing, and health services available in the county.

ACTIVITY

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/maternal-child-health/healthy-start/index.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/maternal-child-health/healthy-families/index.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/maternal-child-health/nurse-family-partnership/index.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/maternal-child-health/parents-as-teachers/index.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/maternal-child-health/index.html
http://www.pcsb.org/Page/11961
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HEALTH CARE SERVICES

Health care services in Pinellas County include hospitals, health centarsars] and

private health care professionals who provide medical, dental, and mental health services.

Hospitals

Hospitals provide care for people who have serious illnesses or
Injuries. Hospitals have emergency rooms (ERS) to treat people
who have symptoms needing immediate care, such as difficulty

breathing, severe pain, or serious bleeding.

Which emergency
Emergency rooms are open 24 hours a day. In case of _
_ _ _ room is closest toour
medical emergency, call 911. All information you share . 5

ome~
with people who work in hospitals c®nfidential.

Medical Clinics and Centers

Welcome to Pinellas County
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Medicalclinics and centers provide health care
servicedor nonemergency needs. Pinellas
County has severalinics that offer free and low
cost medical, dental, and mental health services

to people whaualify according to inome. The

Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County

offers free or low cost medical and dental care for residents who do not have insurance.
The depar t oceaters ass offdmenanizatibnsor children.

The Pinellas County SchodResourceGuide listsclinicsin

/ the county that offer free and low cost medical care for
(]
U/ children. TheHispanic Outreach Centatsooffers

counselingsenrvces for families.
“ e §n0

or animalspesticides foods, or household
products, call Poison Help. 1-800'222'1222

Poison Control

Pinellas County is served by th&@rida Poison Pnlsn"

Control Center in TampaFor questions and

emergencies related pmisoningscausedy

medication, drug abusearbon monoxide plants

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://freeclinicdirectory.org/florida_care/pinellas_fl_county.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/index.html
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/clinical-and-nutrition-services/immunizations/index.html
https://www.pcsb.org/Page/594
http://www.hispanicoutreachcenter.org/programs-and-services/
http://floridapoisoncontrol.org/about-the-network/
http://floridapoisoncontrol.org/about-the-network/
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IMMIGRATION SERVICES

Lutheran Services Floridd SF) providessounselors and accredited Board of Immigration

Appeals representatives who hglpidedocumentedmmigrants through the United
Statesmmigration system They also helpmmigrants understand American laws and

regulations related tionmigration .

LSF counselorgelpimmigrants with work permits immigrant petitions applications
for citizenship family reunification, and ounseling Lutheran Services Flata also
provides services for unaccompanied children who arrive in the United States to insure

their wellkbeing and safety.

Catholic Charitiedimmigration program providesssistancevith applications such as
affidavit of support, adjustment of status, naturalization, replacemenn@gration
documents, extension of nammigrant visas, change of status, petitions for family

reunification, political asylum and other services.

Welcome to Pinellas County


https://www.lsfnet.org/refugees-and-immigrants/
http://www.ccdosp.org/immigration-services/
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REFUGEE SERVICES

Lutheran Services Floridarovides

refugeeresettlementand immigration
services to help welconrefugees to
their newcommunity and adjust to their

new lives. These services include:

1 Housingassistance

1 English as a Second Languag#oring

1 Language translation

1 Referrals to medicalservices and oth@ommunity services
1 Orientation to Americanculture

1 Mentoring

1 Linking with church anccommunity groups

Catholic Charitiealso offergefugeeresettlementservices to help welcomefugees

into thecommunity and develoelf-sufficiency. The Florida Department of Health in

Pi nel | a sRef@eenanlth\ @ganconductanedical screenings to idefytihealth

problemsof newrefugeesand gives them immunizations. The program providésgees

with health care information to prevent diseases and promote healthy living.

Welcome to Pinellas County


https://www.lsfnet.org/refugees-and-immigrants/
http://www.ccdosp.org/refugee-services/refugee-ressletement/
http://pinellas.floridahealth.gov/PROGRAMS-AND-SERVICES/CLINICAL-AND-NUTRITION-SERVICES/refugee/index.html
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The Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community ServaRefugeeYouth Services

program assistsewly arriving refugee youth, helping them buildodics foundation for
the future. The program focuses on academic success, career readiness, and adjustment t

American culture.

Services include:

Psychosociabndacademicassessmerst

Bilingual/bi-cultural schoolliaison andadvocacy

Tutoring and homework assistance

Encouragementto participatean after schoohnd summer programs
Career exploration andvocational assistance

Cultural assimilation activities

Parenting education and resources

Individual and grougounseling

Family violenceprevention

=A =/ =/ =4 =4 =4 =4 4 A

Connectiongo community services
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https://gulfcoastjewishfamilyandcommunityservices.org/refugee/refugee-programs/refugee-youth-program/
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ACTIVITY

Y
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES

You can find manyesourcesat 25 public
libraries in 15communitiesacross the
county. These libraries are part of the

PinellasPublicLibrary Cooperative

Membershipcardsare free to anyone with

an address in Pinellas County. With a card,
you can check out books, DVDGSDs, puzzles, games, tools, and eutulelesat any

library in the county. Many books are availableeweyal languages.

You may also use computers and Internet services available at each branch with your card
English as a Second Language classes are offered at several libraries. Homework help for

elementary and middle school students is provided d&ayvglunteers

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://www.pplc.us/about.shtml
http://www.pplc.us/libcardform.shtml
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Our libraries offer many fun, educational programs
for people of all ages year round. Would your child
like to see a puppet show, read with a dog, or play a
drum? Would you like to learn how to use the
Internet, play theikulele, makepottery, or grow

your own vegetables?

Each library publishes a monthly calendar
of events. The summer calendar includes
many events to motivate children to read

and continue to learn during their summer

break.

Welcome to Pinellas County
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CONVERSATION

Sofia: Do you come to the librapften?
Valeria: This is my first time. | just gaty membership cartbday.

Sofi a: | use the computers gaer
to the ESL class each week.

Valeria: |1wantto go to the ESL clageo and bring my children to the
LEGO Cl ub. | know theyol |l I

Sofia: This is a very friendly place with lots of opportunities for everys
in your family.

Welcome to Pinellas County
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Pinellas Public Library Cooperative ng
Location Library Address
Clearwater
Main Library 100 N.Osceola Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
Beach Branch 69 Bay Esplanade
Clearwater Beach, FL 33767
Countryside Branch 2642 Sabal Springs Dr.
Clearwater, FL 33761
East Branch 2251 Drew St.
Clearwater, FL 33765
North Greenwood Branch 905 N. MLK Jr.Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755

Dunedin
Main Library 223 Douglas Ave.
Dunedin, FL 34698
Eriendsd Bran 1920 Pinehurst Rd.
Dunedin, FL 34698
o 4125 East Lake Road
East Lake East Lake Communitiibrary Palm Harbor, FL 34685
: 200 Municipal Drive
Gulf Beaches Gulf Beaches Library Madeira Beach, FL 33708
: 5501 28' Ave. S
Gulfport Gulfport Library Gulfport, FL 33707
Larao Larao Librar 120 Central Park Drive
g g y Largo, FL 33771
Oldsmar Oldsmar Library 400 St. Petersburg Drive E

Oldsmar, FL34677

Welcome to Pinellas County
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Pinellas Public Library Cooperative LEQ

PPLC

2330 Nebraska Ave.

Palm Harbor Palm Harbor Library Palm Harbor, FL 34683
. . 7770 529 St.
Pinellas Park Barbara S. Ponce Library Pinellas Park, FL 33781
d
Safety Harbor Safety Harbor Library 101 2%St. N

Safety Harbor, FL 34695

St.Petersburg

3745 9" Ave. N

St. Petersburg, FL 33713
691 43 St. S

St. Petersburg, FL 33711
1059 18' Ave. S

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Main Library

Childs Park Library

James Weldon Johnson
Community Library

280 8"St. N

St. Petersburg, FL 33701
861 70" Ave. N

St. Petersburg, FL 33702
2300 Roy Hanna Drive S
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Mirror Lake Library

North Library

South Library

: 6700 & Ave. N
West Library St. Petersburg, FL 33710
. 365 739 Ave.
St. Pete Beach St. Pete Beach Library St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
. : L 9200113" Ave. N
Seminole Seminole Community Library Seminole, FL 33772
Tarpon Springs Tarpon Springs Library 138 East Lemon St

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689

Welcome to Pinellas County
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ACTIVITY

Which library isclosest to your honfe How can libraries help

your family to learn and have fun?

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIE S

Many communitiesin Pinellas Countyave addedlittle Free Librariesvhere people can

find free books.You can find them in parks, in front of schools, on street corners, and in

front of businesses. Each one has a different design.

Little Free Libraries are worldwide movement to
promote literacy and the love of reading. People tak
a bookto read, bring it back to share with others, or

share another book they would like to give.

Welcome to Pinellas County



https://littlefreelibrary.org/
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POSTAL SERVICES

Everycommunity has post offices run by the United States Postal Service (USPS). These
are special buildings where people go to buy stamps and mail letters and packages. Each
letter or package must have the corpamdtageto be mailed. Pinellas County hasRdst

Office locations

You can also mail stamped letters by putting them in USPS
mailboxes located on streets in every community. Postal
workers collect the mail and deliver it to dusmes each

day in special trucks.

Some people in Florida like ttecoratetheir

mailboxes in colorful ways.

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://www.uspspostoffices.com/fl/county/pinellas
http://www.uspspostoffices.com/fl/county/pinellas
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ACTIVITY
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PUBLIC SAFETY

The Pinell as Cowarksy

to keep everyone safe who lives in the
county. Officergatrol streets to make

sure thecommunity stays safe. They

make sure people drive safely and watch
for criminal activity. The office work with residents to solve neighborhood problems

and reducerime.

Call 911 for these emergencies

_ _ _ Officers respond to a variety of situations,
1 Serious traffic accidents _ _ _ _ _
_ _ - including burglaries, theft, violence, and traffic
1 Serious medical situations

9 Fires

9 If you are avictim of a

accidents.T h e O fCfimned/ewWeBvebsite

allows residents to gather information about crimes

committed in their neighborhoods.
crime orwitnessacrime

Call (727) 5826200 forall non

emergencies.

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://www.pcsoweb.com/index
http://egis.pinellascounty.org/apps/CrimeViewer/
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Somecommunitiesin Pinellas County have individual police departments that work in

cooperation with the Sheriffodos Office.

Belleair
Clearwater
Largo

Gulfport

Indian Shores
Kenneth City
Pinellas Park
St. Petersburg
Tarpon Springs
Treasure Island

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4 -4 -4 -4 -

ThePinellasCountysher i f f 6s Of fice provides protec

have their own departments.

Pinellas County Schools also hagsdice department SchooResource

Officers work in middle and high schools to maintain a safe learning

environment.

Welcome to Pinellas County


https://www.criminalattorneystpetersburg.com/LawEnforcementAgencies.aspx
http://www.townofbelleair.com/index.aspx?nid=143
http://www.clearwaterpolice.org/
http://www.largo.com/department/index.php?structureid=20
http://www.gulfportpolice.com/
http://www.myindianshores.com/2226/Police-Department
http://www.kennethcityfl.org/index.asp?SEC=1AB13453-C6B1-4634-A13B-D552E90B74F6&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.pinellas-park.com/government/departments/police/index.php
http://police.stpete.org/
http://www.tspd.us/
http://www.mytreasureisland.org/departments/police/index.php
https://www.pcsb.org/Domain/174
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GLOSSARY

academic ak a DIM ik relating toeducation
advocacy AD vo ka see support for a cause
affordable a FORDa bul not costing too much
assessment a SESS mint evaluation
assimilation a simi LA shun process oblendinginto a new culture
assistance a SIS tens help
bicultural bi KUL chur al having two cultures
bilingual by LIN gwal able to speak and understand two languages
carbon monoxide KAR bun- poisonous gas made by the exhaust of automobile
maNOX ide engines
ka REER

career exploration

ex plor A shun

studyingpossiblefuture jobs and careers

clinic KLIN ick place where people get medical help
community ka MU ni tee g;?grﬁ)b(())frﬁgggle who live in the same city or
confidential kon fi DEN shul secret or private
crime KRIME activity that isagainst the law
criminal KRIM en ul related to crime
counseling KOWN sell ing providing support and guidance

KULL cher ul

cultural assimilation

es sim i LA shun

process of becoming more a part of a new culture

culture

KULL cher

beliefs anccustoms of a group of people

Welcome to Pinellas County
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decorate DEK o rate make something more attractive by adding things to if
directory di REK ter ee alphabeticalisting of names, addresses, etc.

eligible ELija bul able to do or receive something

encouragement in KUR ej mint give support to do something

evaluation e val u A shun review

financial fi NAN shul relatedto money

immigrant IM e grant Eg:ﬁgn who comes into a foreign country to make a n
liaison LAY i zon person who helpsrganizations work together

mentor MEN tor someone who helps a younger person

orientation or ee in TA shun | beginning education

patrol pa TROLL (I;(ra]e;)rvevgacl‘,grot;/:sri :n area by walking or traveling aroul
pesticides PESS ti sides chemicals used to control pests

poisoning POY zuning serious illness caused by something harmful in the bc
political asylum gosll_ll'llirinkul gggéi;tion given by a country to someone to provide
pottery POT e ree objects made out aflay

prevention pre VEN shun stopping something from happening

psychosocial si ko SO shul involving both psychological and social parts

qualify KWOL e fy have the right to do something

referral ree FER rul sending someone to another person or plackdipy
refugee REF u jee someone who has been forced to leave a country
resettlement ree SET el ment | beginning to live in a new place

Welcome to Pinellas County
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resource REE sors place or thing that provides something useful
reunification ree u ni fi KA shun | makingsomething whole again

self-sufficient SELF @ FISH ent | able to live or function without help from others
social services SO shul SER vis €| programs that help people with basic needs
thrift store THRIFT stor place to buy or donate used things

trimester TRI messer period of three months

tutor TU ter teacher

ukulele yoo ke LAY lee smallguitar

utilities uTILitees companies that provide water, electric, gas, etc.
victim VIK tum person harmed by a crime

visitation vizi TAY shun goingsomewhere to spend time with someone
vocational vo KA shun ul about a career or job

volunteer vol un TEER persorwho offers a service for free

witness WIT ness see

worldwide WERLD wide all around the world

Welcome to Pinellas County
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EDUCATION

Our county offers mangducationalopportunities for children and adults of all ages.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Pinellas County Schools

Pinellas County Schoobtffersseveral

programs to helpducateyoung children and
prepare thento begin school at the age af 5
ThePrekindergarten 3 Program(PPK)is a

full-day program for childreB years old and

older. The program helps children develop
language and communication skills asdpports their cognitive, physical, socialand

emotional development

TheVoluntary Prekindergarten Program(VPK) has hakdayand fultday programs for
children4 years old and older. The VPK program also

Enroll now for
preschool

T % .
- — \.,( [l
e
‘ ! pr. y
A |
3 Il g

W offersa summer sessiorthe free program provides

[CE

developmentallyappropriate activities inliteracy,

language, sciencspcialstudies math, health and

safety, art andmusic.

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://www.pcsb.org/Page/11959
http://pcsb.schoolwires.net/Page/11921
http://www.pcsb.org/Page/11922
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ThePreK Exceptional Student Education Progiarovidesservicedo meet the needs of

children ages-% who havalevelopmental delays

The program is free.

The CommunityPreschoolProgramis a fulkday for

children ages-%. The program provides

developmentallyappropriate activities inliteracy,

language, sciencepcialstudies math, health and
safety, art and musicCommunity programs are located in high schools. High school
students taking courses in eachyildhood help in thepreschoolprogram, applying what

they have learned.

Home Instruction for Parents &freschoolYoungstergHIPPY)

TheHome Instruction for Parents BreschoolYoungster{HIPPY) Program is a home

based, earlghildhood educationprogram for children

3-5 years old and their parens$lPPY home

Instructors provide parentgith educationalmaterials
andguidance to help themhearn tobe effective teachers
for their children. Home instructors who atalingual

in English and Spanish aawailable.

Welcome to Pinellas County



http://www.pcsb.org/Page/850
http://www.pcsb.org/Page/11959
http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu/
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Head Start

TheHead Start/Early Start Progreserves children from birth to 5 years old and their

families. Toparticipate, families must meet income guidelines. Head Start helps to

promotec h i | dlevelapréentand

build healthy families by providing
education, child caresocialservices,
health andhutrition guidance, and

medical and dental care services.

Learn With Your Child

TheHispanicOutreachCenterin Clearwater offers a weekly Learn With Your Child

program for mothers and thgireschoolchildren. The program teaches moms how to

read with their children and learn through

play. The children learn foarticipate - ,
together instructured play in a classroom

setting that helps to prepare them for school.
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Storytimes

Pinellas County librare offerweeklyinfant, toddler, andpreschoolstorytimes to
encourage earlghildhood literacy. Check the librarg 0 0 p e r antine Vakerd@sr of

Eventsor pick up a monthly calendar at your local library.

Children three to five years old wiparticipate in Book Time atBrooker CreelPreserve

inTarpon Springs i sit the countyos | ar gstentellersdetl ur a

stories and theangage in an
activity or game that relates to
the story.Reservationsare
required for this free event each
Thursday.

TheWeldon IslandPreservein St. Petersburgffers Wee Time to introduce childreéhree

to five years old to the outdoor environment. Children hear storiepatidipate in a
variety of handsn activities every second and fourth Thursd@gservationsare

required for this free event.
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ACTIVITY
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Every child in the United States has a right to a free
education through 12grade. All children between

the ages of 6 and 16 are requilbgdaw to attend
school in the state dflorida. The school year begins
in August and ends in May. Students attend schoo

Monday-Friday. School hours vary by school.

Families with schoehged children who have moved into Pinellas County or who have
children entering kindergarten needgjister their children for the nexdchool year. The

Florida Department of Health in Pinellas

County listsvaccination requirementfor

preschoot12" grade students. The

Vaccines for ChildreifVFC) program

offers thesevaccinationsat no cost.
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There are three levels of schools indlias County:

Elementary School
Students attend elementary school in grades Kindergarten
These students are usually in classrooms together taught by ¢

teacher.

Middle School
Students go to middle schools in grades 6These students

change classeand have different teachers for each subject.

High School
Students attend high school in gradekE?9 These students change classes and have a wide
variety of classes to choose from taught by different teachers.

Exceptional Student Services

Exceptional student services are provided for students who have
disabilities until the age of 21. These services include educational,
vocational, andbehavioral support. Schools also provide services
such aspeech therapy physical therapy, occupational therapy,

andcounseling

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://www.pcsb.org/Domain/169

44 Education

There are alseeveralifferent kinds of schools in the district
Theseschoolso f f er 70 di fferent p

interests, talents, andabilities.

Neighborhood School

Students entering kindergarte®, Gand9™ grade are assigned t
zonedschools located in their neighborhoods. Paremy also

requestheir children taattend a different school.

q .
Fundamental Schools g\ nqamental schools serve elementary and mistchieol

students. They are stricter than neighborhood schools. Par
and students sigagreementsto participate in homework

assignmentsand attend meetings at school.

Magnet Schools

Magnet schools serve elementary, middle, and-bajtool
students. Each has a special focus such ascahce
technology, engineering and math (STEM)journalism, or

international studies.

Charter Schools

Charter schools serve elementary and middleool students.
They are private schools funded with state fadral support.
These schools have fewegulationsto follow. Some have a
special focus, such as art or science. Class sizes are small

than reighborhood schools.
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CONVERSATION

Beth: How many children do you have?

Camilla: | have three children. Manuel is 13 and goes to Dunedin Middle
School. Juan is 9 and goes to the Discovery Academy of Science, which is &
magnet school. My youngest, Rosa, is 4 and is iNdhentary Pre-K program at

Dunedin Elementary SchooHow about you?

Beth: | have two children. Frank is 16 and is in Yfeterinary Sciences
Academy at Tarpon Springs High School. Martha is 15 and is in the

Cosmetologyrogram at Dunedin High School.

Camilla: It is nice that our children have sany educational opportunities herg
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Report Cards

All students in Pinellas County receive
reportcards four times year to show how
well they are doing in school. Schools also
offer parentteacherconferencedo give
parents an opportunity to talk with the

c hi | dr e n @dingualerdecpteters s :

areavailable for parents who request them.

SummemBridge

The school district offers @aummer

Bridge program during the summer
months for students who need extra
support to succeed.The school
district believes thatmily
iInvolvementis an important part of

c hi | cedueanhod sThe district
providesresourcesand a variety of

ways in which families can be

actively involved.
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http://www.pcsb.org/Page/4032
http://pcsb.schoolwires.net/Page/433
http://pcsb.schoolwires.net/Page/433

Education 47

ACTIVITY

Welcome to Pinellas County



48 Education

English as a Second Language

ThePinellas County &oolDi s t rEngésh forsSpeakers of Other LanguafESOL)

program serves students who come from families whas@ary language is not English.

These students are taught language arts by EX(@lfied teachers who aessistedby

bilingual assistants

Escuelas del Condado de
Pinellas
ESOL
Linea de ayuda en espafiol
para los padres

Los padres de familia genes
hablan espariol tienen la
oportunidad de llamar a la linez
de ayuda parabtener
informacioén relacionada con el
distrito escolar.

Barbara Aguirre

. 727) 6234414
TheESOL FamilyOutreach program (727)

advocatesfor families whose second language '
Is English bystriving to meet their educational

andsocialneedsprganizing workshops, N

promotingleadershipskills, helping with career
Puede dejar un mensaje y su

opportunities, and connecting these families IeradE smrd devuels

with community resources

Theprogrampublishesadirectory of community services in Pinellas County. The

directory is availablein five languages.
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Family Literacy

TheUnited Methodist Cooperative Ministries Suncoaféérs a familyliteracy programin

four sites across the countglledFamilies Learning Togther Based upon their needs

parents work individually with voluntegutors or in small groups to learn:

English as a Second Language

Parenting

Local Community Information and Life Skills
US Citizenship Test Preparation

Computer Skills and Practice
JobReadiness Skills

HealthLiteracy

Healthy Relationships

Financial Literacy

=A==

Children participate in the following activities:

1 Homework Help

1 Literacy Skill-Building

9 PrelLiteracy Skill-Building Play
1 Computer Skills and Practice
1 EnrichmentActivities

Children and parents also participate in learning activities and games together.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Pinellas County offers many opportunities for people to learn beyond high school. Pinellas
County is home to several colleges and universities, including Pifietmical College,
the University of South Florid&t. Petersburg, Eckerd College, St. Péterg College,

and Stetson University College low.

High school students who attend St.
Petersburg College or the Pinellas
Technical College may receiveollege
credit for free through the school

di st dual entoldrent program.

Higher education students learn skills to

help prepare them for future careers.
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ADULT EDUCATION

The Pinellas County School District

offersadult education classéar a

small feeat six centers in theounty.
These classdelp adultsmprovetheir
skills in reading, language arts,
mathematics andorkplace readiness

Classes are open to adults ages 16 and

{ older. If you have not finished high

school, these classes can help prepare
you to earn &eneral EducatioDiploma (GED) which shows that you have learned high

schootlevel knowledgeand skills.

Hello
ihola
Bonjour

(85

ThePinellas Canty School DistricedultEnglish

for Speakers of Other Languag&SOL) program

helpsstudents to communicate in Engliglearning
English helps people gain an education, get bette
jobs, be moractive community members, and feel
moreself-confident. Classesre offeredduring day and evening hours at six adult
education centers, twmostsecondarycareer training centers, andeveral other

locations The program also offersaitizenship class to help prepare people who want to

becomenaturalized U. S. citizens.
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ADULT LITERACY PROGRAMS

Pinellas Countyffersseveral free
adultliteracy programs to help

adult learneramprove their

literacy skills. Immigrants and

refugeeswho are second language

learners improve their listening,

reading, writing, and speaking
skills by participating in these

programsMany of thesgrograms aravailable apublic libraries in thé’inellasPublic

Library Cooperative

Volunteers for thé.iteracy Council of Upper Pinellaprovideoneononetutoring

services t o medeitiualaegds bhnd goble @he organization also offers

weeklyinformal conversationclasses
to helpadult learnergmprove their

literacy skills at several sites
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TTTID

Theseclassesre offered in the following

locations:

Dunedin Library
Dunedin Elementary School

HispanicOutreach Center Clearwater

Clearwater East Library
Tarpon Springs Library
St. Retersburg Community College, Tarpon Springs
Safety Harbor Library

Oldsmar Library

Current class schedules are available on_ttegacy Council of Upper Pinellas

web site.
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REFUGEE EDUCATION

ThePinellasRefugeeEducation

Programhelpsassistsefugees

PREP

Pinellas Refugee Education Program

asylees andparoleesto learn

English, learntechnical skills, and
find satisfying jobs, all with the

goal of becomingelf-sufficient.

The following services are provided to qualifying individuals:

Career exploration andassessment

Guidance counseling aragsistancewith adjusting to a new culture
English as a Second Languagelult Basic EducationGGeneralEducation
Diploma,and citizenship instruction

Online ESOL instruction

Assistancewith educational costs

Translation andhterpreter services

Transportation and child care assistance

Case managemenand followup

Pinellas Technical College career training

Assistancewith employment

= =4 =

)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
l
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ACTIVITY

If English is your second language, what can you do to improve your
literacy skills?

Request a literac¢ytor .
Participate in ESL conversationclasses.
Use gaper or electronibilingual dictionary.

Watch some television programs in English. Watch some movies

English with subtitles in your native language.

Use free computer programs suclvaslingoto help you learn

English.

Label things in your home with English words to help you learn th

Dondt be afraid to helgyou f o

____ Otherdeas?
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LIFELONG LEARNING OP PORTUNITIES

Many organizations in Pinellas County, including public libraries irPtinellasPublic

Library Cooperative, Pinellas County ExtensiorSt. Petersburg CollegandPinellas

County Parks and Conservatjmfiferinformal learningopportunities to encourage

people to continue to | earn beyonuulele,c hoo!

use an iPAD, or grow yowwn vegetables, there aspportunities for you.

Each library in our countgublishesa monthly calendar of events. A variety of free
educational programs are offered for all ages. You can learn sign language with your
baby, get help with youaxes playchess beat on a drum, watch a movie, or learn to take
digital camera pictures at your local library. Many of our libraries offer -attool

homework help omveekdays provided byteenvolunteers

TheHispanicOutreach Centey with locations in Clearwater and Tarpon Springs, offers

educationalforums andegal seminarson topics of interest to Hispanionmigrants.
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ACTIVITY
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GLOSSARY

career exploration

ex plor A shun

abilities a BIL i tees having particular skills or talents

advocate advo KATE work in favor of something

agreement a GREE ment sharing an understanding or opinion

appropriate a PRO pree it fitting for a use or purpose

assessment a SESS mint evaluation

assignment a SINE ment work to do

assist a SIST give help to

assistant a SIST tent helper

assistance a SIST tents help

asylee a SY lee person given or seeking political asylum

available a VAY la bul ready for use now

behavioral be HAV your al related to how a person acts

bilingual by LIN gwal able tospeak and understand two languages

campus CAM pus buildings and grounds of a school or college
ka REER

studying possible future jobs and careers

career training

ka REER
TRAY ning

learning for a certain job accupation

case management

CASE
MAN edge mint

coordination of services for families

chess

CHES

board game played by two people

childhood

CHILD hood

time when a person is very young
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citizenship SIT i zen ship bent_aflts andesponsibilities of being a citizen of a
particular country
cognitive KOG na tiv process of knowing
college credit KOL edj KRED it | completion of a college course
community ka MU ni tee group of people who live in the same city or
neighborhood
conference KON fur ens meeting to discuss something
conversation kon ver SAY shun | informal talk between two or more people
cooperative ko OP er a tiv willing to work with others
cosmetology kos maTAL o gee | study of hair and makeup
counseling KOWN sell ing providing support and guidance
development de VELL up mint | growth
de VELL up min
developmental delay tull slowness in learning
de LAZE
digital DIJ i tul related to computers
diploma di PLO ma paper showing a student gimduated
directory di REK ter ee alphabeticalisting of names, addresses, etc.
disabilities dis a BIL i tee physwal or mental conditions that make learning
difficult
DU el _ _ . _
dual enrollment earning high school and college credit the same time
en ROLL ment
educational ej u KAY shun ul | providing information or training
effective i FEK tiv having the correct result
emotional i Mo shun ul related to feelings and emotions
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employment im PLOY mint having paid work

engineering en giNEER ing 2gir(re]r;tti:]iicl:1;nowledge to invent, design, or build

enroll in ROLE register to participate

environment en VY ron ment thingssurroundinga home or person

exceptional ex SEP shun ul unusual, above average

extension ix TEN shun government department that reachestotielp educate

family involvement _FAMiIee being actively invol ved
in VOLV ment

federal FED er ul relatedto the United States government

financial fi NAN shul related to money

focus FO cus attention

FOR in di PLO mal review of college diplomas earned by immigrants in

foreign diploma other countries to help them enter a college program

evaluation e val u A shun the United States or apply for a job
fundamental fun da MEN tul basic, most important
guidance GUY dans leading in a certain direction
guidelines GUYD lines rules to be followed
handson HANDS on actively participating
health HELTH being well in body and mind

] ) HIGH er ) )
higher education , education beyond high school

eju KA shun
immigrant IM e grant Eerson who comes into a foreign country to make a r
ome

individual inde VIJ u ul one person
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infant IN fant baby
informal in FOR mul casual
interests IN tur estz things a persofikes to do

international

in tur NA shun ul

involving two countries or more

interpreters in TER pri ters people who translate from one language to another
journalism JUR na lizum writing and publishing of news

knowledge NOL ej things you know

law LAW rules of a government

language LANG gwij words or signs people use to communicate
leadership LEE der ship act of leading

legal LEE gul about the law

lifelong LYFE long from birth to death

literacy LIT er a see ability to read and write

medical MED i kul about doctors and illness

naturalized NACH er ul ized having the rights and privileges of full citizenship
nature NAY cher natural things, plants, animals, water, etc.

nutrition nu TRISH un how a personds bodrgw us e s

occupational therapy|

ok u PAY shun ul
THER a pee

work designed to promote recovery after injury

online

ON line

available on the Internet

opportunities

op er TU ni tee

chances to progress or do better

organizing

or gun IZE ing

putting inorder

outreach

OUT reech

reaching out
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parolee pa ROLL ee person released from prison

participate par TIS i pate to take part

physical FIZ i kul about the human body

postsecondary post SEK un dar eg education after high school
prekindergarten pre KIN der gar ten| early training for children under 5 years old
preschool PREE skule school between the ages of 2 and 5
preserve pree ZERV protectedhaturalarea

primary PRY mare ee first or basic

promote pro MOTE put forward

publish PUB lish print and distribute

readiness RED ee ness preparedness or willingness

refugee REF u jee someone who has been forced to leave a country
register REJ is tur sign up

regulations reg you LAY shuns| rules or laws

reservation rez erVAY shun placesavedior a person

resources RE sor ses materials that are needed

safety SAYF tee being safe

self-confident self KON fi dent feeling secure

self-sufficient SELF @ FISH ent | able to live without help from others
seminars SEM i nar events to learn aboatcertain subject

social SO shul having to do with people in groups

social studies SO shul STUD eeg study of subjects as history, geography, government,
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SPEECH .
speech therapy THER a pee assistance to help someone talk
striving STRY ving making an effort
structured STRUK cherd put together from various parts
support sup PORT to give assistance or approval
talents TAL entz abilities or skills
taxes TAKS es payment of money required by a government agency
technical TEK ni kul related to applied and industrial sciences
technology tek NOL e jee having to do with computers or engineering
teen TEENZ teenagers aged 13 to 19
toddler TOD ler small child learning to walk
topics TOP ikz subjects of avriting or discussion
tutor TOO ter teacher
tutoring TOO ter ing teachingndividually
ukulele yoo ke LAY lee small guitar
vaccination vak si NAY shun | shot to prevent disease
veterinary VET erin naree | medical care for animals
vocational vo KA shun ul about a career or job
voluntary VOL un tar ee done by choice; willing
volunteer vol un TEER persorwho offers a service for free
weekdays WEEK daze any day of the week except Saturday or Sunday
workplace WERK plas location where a job idone
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workshops WERK shopz meetings to discugspics

zoned ZONED locatedin a certain area

Welcome to Pinellas County




Recreation 65

RECREATION

Pinellas County has many beautitbings to see and fun things for families to do.
Enjoying 360 days of sunshiegery day people who live here enjoy many outdoor

activities.

BEACHES

Pinellas County has 35 miles of
sandy beaches where families can
swim, fish, boat, collect shells,
build sandcastles, fly kites, have
picnics, observe wildlife, and
enjoy the sunshine. Several of
these beaches have won awards
for being among the best béas

in the country.

Fort DeSoto County PadndHoneymoon Island State

Parkboth havepetfriendly beachewhere dogs may

enjoy romping in the water.
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Clearwater Beacls one of the most popular

beaches in the caunt
sand, clear Gulf waters, and warm sunshin
In the middle of the 24mile beachPier 60
extends 1080 feeutinto the Gulf of Mexico.
You can fish from th@ier during theday or
night without a licenseSunsets aPier 60 is
a free nightly event that starts two hours before sunset. Local artists, musicians, and street

performers entertain as the sun begins to set. STiheet Cinemashows free movies on

Clearwater Beach every weekend.

Clearwater Beach hosts many events
throughout the year, including the annual

Sugar Sand Festivalhere sculptors mold

1,000 tons of sand iatworks of art.

Located close to Clearwater Beach is @hearwater

Marine Aquarium a nonprofit organization that
rescues marine animals, such as dolphins and seg
turtles. The aquariumehabilitates and then releses

these animals back to their natunabitat.
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CITY PARKS

The communities in Pinellas

County have many parks for
families to enjoy. These park}
include playgrounds, picnic
areas, skate parks, hiking
trails, fitnessareas, sports

fields and courts, dt golf
courses, dog parks, fishipgers, boat ramps, beaches, swimming pools, and
spraygrounds. Many of these parks host faifiiBndly concerts, arts and crafts festivals,

and family events yeaound.
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One of the largest city parkisargo
Central Parkis a 70acre park with
majestic trees and beautiful
landscaping located in the center of [
Largo. The park includesalking
trails, a barriefree playground,

picnic shelters, and tHeargo Central

Railroad

During the first weekend of each month
children at least one year of age and adults
can ride for free on miniature train cars
along a onanile track that winds through

the park.

Many people visit Largo Central
Park at Christmastime to view the

beautiful light displays.
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COUNTY PARKS
Pinellas County has 2darks

and preservetotaling more

than 20,000 acres where
families can enjoy our
countyods natur

history. In these parks you

can:
)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
l
)l
)l
)l
l
)l
)l
)l
l
)l
)l
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Enjoy water sports (beach parks)
Collect shells

Launch a boat

Go fishing

Go canoeingor kayaking

Hike, bike, or skate on hiking trails
Climb observation towers

Play on barriefree playgrounds
Observe birds and other wildlife
Visit education centers

Play disc golf (Taylor Park)

Go camping (Fort DeSoto Park)
Have a picnic

Take your dog to aaty park

Play baseball

Learn about Florida history

Go horseback riding (Booker Creek Preserve)
Visit tropical gardens (Florida Botanical Gardens)
Visit a living-history museum (Heritage Village)
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Ce B

lllla i‘i|

9 1 'll!lﬂ-

ThePinellas County Parks &

| Recreation Finderhelps you

locate county, city, and state
parks located in your

* ANDERSON » RIDGECREST » FL BOTANICAL GARDENS community.
*» BOCA CIEGA * SAND KEY * HERITAGE VILLAGE
* CHESNUT » SAWGRASS LAKE * BROOKER CREEK
PRESERVE
* EAGLE LAKE * TAYLOR
* FORT DE SOTO  * WALL SPRINGS = prestnve Tov
* HOWARD * WALSINGHAM

* LAKE SEMINOLE * WAR VETERANS’
* PHILIPPE e

® SHELL KEY PRESERVE

* WEEDON ISLAND
PRESERVE

STATE PARKS

Pinellas County is home to four s#gark® Anclote Key Preserve State Park, Caledesi

Island, Honeymoon IslandndSkyway Fishing Pier State Park.

Anclote Key Preserve State Pasdocated three miles off the coastl@rpon Springs and

can be reacheohly by boat or ferry. A lighthouse built in ,
1888 stands on the southern end of the island. At least 43

varietiesof birds live on the four islands that make up the

preservé Anclote Key, North Anclote Bar, South Anclote

Bar and Three Rooker Islan/isitors may swim, picnic,

or camp on the four islands that make up thed@@ park

N

but must bring their own supplies.
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Caladesi Island State Paskone of the few

barrier islands on the Gulf Coast that has

been kept in a completely natural state.

Located west of Dunedin, the 688re park can only be
reached by boat or ferry. Visitors can enjoyrawiing,
shelling and f i s hwinnng, wbite t h e
sand beach. The park also has a timnde nature trail

for hikers and a thremile mangrove kayak trail for

kayakers.
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Honeymoon Island State Paskone of

FIl oridads most popu
locatedon abarrier island west of |
Dunedin. Most of the 38Eacre park has
beenpreserved in its natural stat€he
park includes several beaches, a dog

beach, nature trail, nature centerot

cafes, picnic areas, and a barrieee

playground.

The warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico and
four miles of beach attract a veiry of

coastal birds.

Eagles and ospreys that nest on the islang
give birth to chicks during the winter

months.
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Skyway Fishing Pier State Paskthe

wor |l dos | opreqglewas f
built in 1987 when the new Sunshine

Skyway Bridgewas built. The new

e

bridge replacean older one,

connecting Pinellas and Manatee
Counties. Instead of removing the

older bridge, some parts of it were

renovatedas a fishingpier. Thepier
is lighted at night so that people can fish anytirBeautiful sunrises and sunsets can also
be viewed from theier.

Photo by Florida Department of EnvironmenRibtection
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https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/skyway
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ACTIVITY
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DOG FRIENDLY

Pinellas County is very dog friendly. We have
many city and county dogarks where dogs may
romp and play off leash. There are also many tr3

where dogs are allowed to lilon leash. There arg
severaldog beachemcated in Pinellas County.

Some boatruisesare dodriendly. Many events held in city parks are dogndly.

Many restaurants in our county are pet friendly and
allow dogs to eat on outdoor patios with their

owners. Several restaurants even have pet menus.
Some ice cream shops even provide doggy ice cream

cones.

During speciPalr kibBarwnle nitrs ,t

bring their dogs with them to baseball games.

Welcome to Pinellas County
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TRAILS

The many state, county, and city parks in Pinellas
County offer opportunities for hiking and being
outdoors. These trails lead hikers away from the noise

of busy city lifeto a variety of peaceful plase

Pinellas County Trall

TheFred E. Marquig’inellas County Trails used forecreation as well as transportation.

You can walk, jog, bike, or skate on the@ie trai. The north enaf the trailis in

Tarpon Springs. The south end is in St. Petersburg.

Welcome to Pinellas County


http://www.pinellascounty.org/trailgd
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ThePinellas Countyfrail is part of a larger #iile

Pinellas Trail Loop being built that will eventually

make a complete circle, joining many communities

in our county.

Photo by Florida Division of
Environmental Protection

Great Florida Birdingand WildlifeTrail

Severablacesn Pinellas County are part of th&eat Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail
This 2000mile, seltguided trail include®10sites in the statef Florida that offer

opportunitiedor people to watch and learn about birds

and other wildlife native to Florida.
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http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
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Clearwater Dolphins Trail

TheClearwater Dolphins Traihcludes more than 100 dolphins

in the DunedirClearwaterSt. Petersburg area. Eaciiodt tall
fiberglass dolphin was individually designed and created by a

local artist. A mapshows the location of each dolphin.

SUNRISES AND SUNSETS

The westfacing Gulf Coast is one of the best
places to watch beautiful sunsets. Each night
people head to the coast totalaas the sun
sinks below théorizon and the sky turns
different colors.Parks and beach access

points along the coast allow everyone to

enjoy this nigptly show.

Sunrises on the east side of the county in towns su %

as Safety Harbor are equaligautiful.
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http://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/attractions/clearwater-dolphins-trail/463
https://www.click2map.com/v2/clearwaterchamber/Dolphin

